
Pastor’s homily for 27th Sunday of Year, October 2, 2022 

Just imagine for a moment you are a patient in the hospital for an extended period of time, say, two weeks. You are 

likely downcast. You experience a loss of patience, and hope to be discharged as soon as possible. In the back of your 

mind you may fear the worst possible scenario—my life may be in danger.  Feeling alone and frustrated, you make a 

prayerful appeal to the Lord: “Why are you so slow to act?” 

Suddenly your prayer is answered in a message found in a get-well card sent to you. Consoling words such as “You are 

not forgotten”, “I am praying for you”, “You are not alone”, “Hang in there” and “Keep the faith” temporarily, at least, 

lift up your spirits. Thankfully, someone cares. You realize that you have not been left alone.  

The prophet is a messenger of God. He offers words of consolation to his people so that they may not become 

embittered and lose hope. 

In today’s first reading from the writings of the prophet, Habakkuk, the messenger bemoans the sad state of his people. 

He writes, “Why do you let me see ruin, why must I look at misery? Destruction and violence are before me, there is 

strife and clamorous discord” He is waiting for God to rescue Israel from their enemy, the Babylonians, the then 

occupying power.  

Habakkuk counsels Israel not to lose heart but to hold on to its vision of trust in God. The Lord instructs the prophet to 

write down the vision on tablets, so that it can be seen and remembered. Things will be tough, argues the prophet, but 

stick it out. The Lord will not abandon you. Faithfulness will be rewarded, and assures life. 

We must remember that we approach no task alone, but that with us is God and all His power. 

Faith is the greatest force in the world. 

In whom do we trust? Does our faith ever weaken? Can we identify with the plaintive cry of the prophet, “How long, o 

Lord? I cry for help but you do not listen”. 

The story is told of a man who fell off a mountain cliff. Halfway down the cliff he manages to grab hold of a tree branch. 

Dangling on the branch, and unable to pull himself up, he knows that letting go of the branch spells doom. He is going to 

die. 

Suddenly, he has an inspired thought. He looks up to heaven and shouts, “Is there anybody up there?”  A voice came 

from heaven.  “Yes, I am here. I am the Lord. Do you believe in me?”  The man shouts back, “Yes, Lord, I believe in you. 

Please, help me!”  “All right, if you really believe in me, you have no reason to fear. I will save you. Now let go of the 

branch.  The man carefully considers the words from heaven and shouts back, “Is there anyone else up there?” 

Who can be sure of remaining strong in the faith in a time of personal crisis? 

When the sixteenth century English St. Thomas More, was awaiting execution in the notorious Tower of London, he 

wrote a letter to his learned daughter, Meg, in which he requested her prayers. He was understandably fearful that his 

faith, so precious to him, may weaken under duress and that he may prove to be an unfaithful servant of the Lord. 

Thankfully, he remained true to his Catholic faith until the end of his life. He placed his life completely in the hands of 

Christ. He persevered. 

One can certainly appreciate the Apostles earnest appeal to the Lord, “Increase our faith” in our gospel reading today. At 

a time when so many of our brothers and sisters have ceased practicing the faith or have left the church in disgust, the 

temptation to minimize the role of faith in our life may seem to be impossible to resist.  

Faithfulness strengthens faith. 

If our faith is not strong let us take some consolations in the words of Our Savior: “If you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea, and it would obey you”. 

Even a weakened faith has the power to do much good! 


